
In the 9th century, a federation known as  emerged, laying the foundation

for modern Russia, Ukraine, and . This federation was ruled by a group of

Norse warriors, the , who were invited by the Slavic tribes to bring order

to the region. The capital, , became a crucial cultural and economic

center, in!uencing the development of Eastern Europe. Prince 

successfu$y expanded the territory and established Kiev as the powerful heart of the federation.

His successor, , continued these e(orts but faced cha$enges in

maintaining control over the diverse .

Kievan Rus' was not only a political entity but also a melting pot of ,

where Norse, Slavic, and Byzantine in!uences blended together. This  is

notably re!ected in the adoption of Christianity in 988 by Prince ,

marking a pivotal moment in the region's history. The new  brought not

only spiritual change but also cultural and social reforms. The Cyri$ic 

was introduced to promote literacy and the translation of religious texts.

However, the  of Kievan Rus' began to decline in the 12th century due to

internal strife and the rise of regional . These internal divisions

weakened the federation, making it vulnerable to external  such as the

Mongol invasion in the 13th century. The  devastated Kiev and e(ectively

ended the era of Kievan Rus', but its legacy lived on. It laid the groundwork for the Russian

 and signi2cantly in!uenced the cultural and political development of

Eastern Europe. The story of Kievan Rus' is a testament to the  and

adaptability of its people.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


