
In the early stages of Russian history, the  played a crucial role in

shaping the destiny of the emerging nation. These  were not only

warriors but also diplomats, navigating through the  of both internal and

external a�airs. Each prince ruled over a speci�c territory, known as a ,

and had his own army to protect his land and people. The most famous of these territories was

, considered the mother of Russian cities. The princes were keen on

expanding their , which often led to con!icts among themselves. However,

when faced with a common enemy, they would unite their  for the

protection of their lands. One of the most signi�cant threats came from the

, who invaded Russia in the 13th century. The princes had to pay tribute to

the Mongol rulers, a  that lasted for over two centuries and profoundly

in!uenced Russian governance and . Despite these cha(enges, the princes

managed to maintain a degree of , a(owing them to continue their rule

within their princedoms. Over time, the  prince emerged as the most

powerful among them, eventua(y leading to the uni�cation of Russian 

under a single rule. This period also saw the rise of the Orthodox , which

played a pivotal role in the cultural and spiritual life of the people. The 

between the church and the princes helped to solidify their  and promote

a sense of unity among the various Russian principalities. The  of the

early Russian princes is sti( evident today, as they laid the foundation for the Russian

, contributing to its rich history and cultural heritage.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


