
In the heart of London, during the late 16th century, stood the  Theatre, a

place where people from a� walks of life gathered to enjoy the art of drama. Among the various

genres, comedy held a special place in the hearts of the audience. Wi�iam ,

a prominent "gure of the time, was particularly famed for his comedic plays. These plays often

featured complex characters like the witty , who used humor to convey

wisdom and truth.

The settings of these comedies were as diverse as the characters, ranging from the bustling streets

of  to the enchanted forests of . Plots were

intricately woven with themes of love, mistaken identities, and the inevitable

 that led to humorous situations. A common element was the use of

, a�owing characters to hide their true identities, leading to a series of

comedic misunderstandings and eventual revelations.

Language played a crucial role in Elizabethan comedy. Shakespeare ski�fu�y crafted his dialogue

with , double entendres, and clever wordplay, which delighted audiences

with their wit and ingenuity. Physical comedy, or , was another key

element, with characters often "nding themselves in ridiculous and exaggerated situations.

Despite the laughter, these comedies often contained a deeper , re*ecting

on human nature, society, and the complexities of love and relationships. The resolution of these

plays typica�y involved reconciliations, the revelation of true identities, and, most importantly,

, symbolizing harmony and social order.

The appeal of Elizabethan comedy lay not just in its humor but in its ability to mirror the

 condition, making it both entertaining and thought-provoking. Today,

these timeless comedies continue to resonate, reminding us of the universal nature of laughter and

the enduring power of the  arts.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


