
In the heart of , an ancient civilization developed its unique identity

through language. The  Va�ey Civilization, known for its sophisticated

urban planning, also had a form of writing, the fu�  of which remains

elusive. Scholars believe this script was crucial for administrative and trade purposes. Moving

forward in time, the  period introduced Sanskrit, a language that laid

the foundation for Indian culture and spirituality. , known for its

complexity and precision, became the medium for religious texts such as the

 and epics like the Mahabharata and the Ramayana. This period

underscored the importance of oral , where knowledge was passed down

through generations by word of mouth. As empires rose and fe�, 

languages emerged as the common tongue among the masses, while Sanskrit remained the

language of the  and the scholars. This linguistic divide marked a

signi&cant aspect of ancient Indian society. The  emperor Ashoka, in a

move to make his edicts accessible to a wider audience, used Prakrit inscribed on rocks and pi�ars

across his . This act highlights the early recognition of language as a

tool for governance and public communication. In southern India, the rise of

 languages like Tamil, which boasts an extensive body of ancient

literature, further enriched India's linguistic . These languages, each

with their own rich literary traditions, played a pivotal role in shaping regional identities. The

 period, often referred to as the Golden Age of India, saw a resurgence

of Sanskrit, not just in literature but also in , mathematics, and

philosophy. This era exempli&ed the enduring legacy of ancient Indian languages, which continue to

in+uence 's multifaceted culture to this day. The preservation and

study of these languages o,er invaluable  into the social, political, and

spiritual life of ancient India.

name: class: date: 


	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


