
During the Age of Sensibility, essays became a pivotal medium for expressing the deep emotions and
complex  of the time. Writers like Samuel Johnson and Oliver Goldsmith used

essays to delve into human feelings, societal , and the importance of

empathy. This era, spanning the late 17th to the early 19th century, emphasized
 over reason, contrasting sharply with the Enlightenment's focus on rational

thought.
Essays of the period often explored themes of , morality, and the human

condition, re)ecting a growing interest in the inner lives of individuals. Authors employed a personal,
re)ective style, inviting readers into a conversation about the values and  of

society. Through their writings, they argued for the recognition of emotional depth as a critical
component of human .

One famous essay, "The Rambler" by Samuel Johnson, o,ered insights into the ethical and philosophical
questions of the day. Johnson's work highlighted the signi.cance of  and

understanding, advocating for a balanced approach to life that valued both the heart and the mind.
Oliver Goldsmith's "The Citizen of the World" presented a satirical view of English society, critiquing its

 and vices while subtly promoting the virtues of simplicity and sincerity.

These essays were not just literary works but also social , using humor and

irony to critique the status quo.
The Age of Sensibility also saw  addressing the rights and roles of women,

with writers like Mary Wo2stonecraft championing  and education for a2. Her

seminal work, "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman," argued passionately for women's
, cha2enging the societal norms of the time.

In schools, essays served as a tool for moral and inte2ectual , encouraging

students to re)ect on their feelings and the world around them. This educational approach aimed to
cultivate , a keen awareness and responsiveness to the emotions of oneself

and others.
Overa2, the Age of Sensibility's essays o,ered a rich exploration of the human

, promoting a culture that valued emotional inte2igence alongside rational

thought. They remain an essential window into the values and  of an era that

reshaped the landscape of English literature and thought.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


