
During the , a period in the 18th century, many writers focused on

reason and individualism rather than tradition. This era was marked by an emphasis on

, logic, and rationality. Thinkers like John

 and Voltaire questioned traditional authority and embraced the

notion of . They believed in the power of human reason to change

society and the individual. Their essays often criticized established institutions like the

 and advocated for social reforms.

Enlightenment writers were key #gures in the  movement,

emphasizing knowledge through reason. For instance, Immanuel 

famously urged people to dare to know. He argued that individuals should use their own

understanding without guidance from others. This was a radical idea at the time, cha'enging

the status quo where the  and state had signi#cant control over

knowledge.

Women also played a role in the Enlightenment. Mary  wrote "A

Vindication of the Rights of Woman," arguing for women's education and equality. She

cha'enged the idea that women were natura'y inferior to men and needed to be

.

Enlightenment thinkers in/uenced many aspects of modern ,

including politics, science, and education. Their essays inspired revolutions in America and

France, leading to the development of democratic . The

Enlightenment was a pivotal time in history, shaping the modern world through its focus on

reason, knowledge, and individual rights.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


