
During the English Renaissance, the  became a popular form of poetry. It

originated from Italy, where poets like Petrarch shaped its  and themes.

English poets adopted this form, adding their unique touches. The most in uential

 were Sir Thomas Wyatt and Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey. They

introduced the sonnet to English , adapting its form to $t the English

language and themes.

Wi%iam  further revolutionized the sonnet by perfecting the

Shakespearean sonnet, which di(ers in structure from its Italian . This

form consists of three quatrains fo%owed by a couplet, and uses a speci$c rhyme

. Shakespeare's sonnets are renowned for their exploration of themes

like love, beauty, politics, and .

The sonnet a%owed poets to express emotions and ideas with precision and clarity. Its $xed

structure—14  of iambic pentameter—cha%enged poets to be economical

with their words while being rich in  and meaning. This form became a

powerful tool for personal re ection and inte%ectual .

Other poets, such as Edmund Spenser, also contributed signi$cantly to the sonnet's

. Spenser created a variation known as the Spenserian sonnet, which

interlinked the  through a unique rhyme scheme. This innovation a%owed

for more complex and continued  of thought and emotion, further

enriching the English literary .

By the end of the Renaissance, the sonnet had become a crucial part of English

, symbolizing the era’s artistic and inte%ectual blossoming. It also served

as a foundation for later poetic  and styles, in uencing countless poets in

subsequent generations.

name: class: date: 


	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


