
In medieval England, the  played a crucial role in maintaining law and

order. Origina�y appointed by the , their primary duty was to protect the

�nancial interests of the crown. They investigated  to determine if any

property could be claimed by the king, especia�y in cases of  or unattended

deaths. The coroner also had the power to investigate  troves and ensure

that valuable �nds were handed over to the .

Over time, the role of the coroner evolved. They began to focus more on the

 of deaths, determining whether they were accidental, natural, or unlawful.

This shift marked the beginnings of the  system, a unique process sti� in

place today, where a jury helps decide the cause of death. This system underscored the
 of community involvement in the administration of justice, a principle

that is central to the common law .

The juries assembled by coroners were composed of local people, knowledgeable about the deceased and
the  of their death. This community-based approach ensured a form of

public accountability and transparency in . It also provided an early model

for the jury system in criminal trials, emphasizing the role of ordinary citizens in legal

.

Furthermore, the development of the coroner's o&ice highlighted the gradual separation of legal

authorities and the establishment of  judicial roles in English law. Unlike

other legal o&icials, coroners were not appointed by local lords but by the ,

which helped to maintain a degree of impartiality and independence from local power dynamics.
Today, the coroner's  continues to be signi�cant, focusing on determining

the causes of death and providing closure for families. This  from a

�nancial o&icer to an independent judicial �gure i�ustrates the dynamic nature of legal roles and the
adaptive capacity of English  and government.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


