
In the , heraldry was a crucial part of European culture, especia�y in

England. Noble families used coats of arms to  themselves. Each

coat of arms was unique, like a modern logo. The central element of heraldry was the

, displaying various symbols. Colors and patterns on the shield

represented di!erent . But, as families grew, distinguishing between

relatives became .

That's where cadency marks came in. These sma� symbols were  to

the family's coat of arms. They indicated a person's birth order. The $rst son, for instance,

would add a  to his father's arms. Other sons used di!erent marks: a

crescent for the , a mu�et for the third, and so on. Each mark had

its unique .

Daughters, however, didn't traditiona�y use cadency marks. Their coats of arms

 the symbols of their father and husband. This practice re(ected

the  a�iances of the time. Cadency marks in English heraldry were

not just decorative. They played a vital role in  individuals within a

noble family. They also re(ected the social and political structures of Medieval

.

Over time, the use of cadency marks evolved. In later centuries, as 

became more regulated, the system of marks became more . Today,

these marks provide a fascinating glimpse into the history and  of

medieval nobility. Studying them helps us understand the complex 

within noble families of that era.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


