
During the Enlightenment, a period marked by an emphasis on reason and ,

a new way of thinking emerged. This movement, known as , shifted the

focus from traditional beliefs to observable facts. People started to question the world around

them, using their  to gather information.

One of the key  gures in Empiricism was . He argued that at birth, the

human mind is like a blank slate, or . According to him, a#

 come from experience. This concept signi cantly in%uenced literature,

leading to stories that re%ected real-life experiences and logical thinking.

In literature, this shift was evident in the works of writers like  and

. They used satire to criticize established institutions and beliefs. Their

writings highlighted the importance of critical thinking and cha#enged readers to question societal

norms.

The  became a popular form of literature during this time. It was a perfect

medium for exploring human experiences and emotions. Characters in these novels often

underwent a journey of self-discovery, mirroring the quest for knowledge and truth that was

central to Empiricism.

Women writers, such as , also emerged during this era. They brought new

perspectives to literature, focusing on women’s experiences and advocating for gender equality.

Enlightenment literature, in%uenced by Empiricism, encouraged people to think independently and

to seek  through observation and reasoning. This was a signi cant

departure from earlier literature that often emphasized divine intervention or fate.

The impact of Empiricism on literature is sti# felt today. It laid the groundwork for modern

literary , emphasizing the importance of evidence and rational analysis in

interpreting texts. This approach has a#owed readers to engage with literature in a more

thoughtful and critical way.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


