
The Elizabethan era, known for its remarkable �ourish in the arts, especia�y in

, was also a time of stringent . Playwrights like

 and Marlowe captivated audiences with their compe�ing narratives and

complex characters. However, they operated under the watchful eye of the

, which imposed strict controls over theatrical content. The purpose was

to prevent any form of  or criticism against the ruling

 or important public #gures. Every play had to receive approval from the

Master of the , a royal appointee with the authority to alter or

completely  any script that was deemed inappropriate or politica�y

sensitive. This censorship extended to a� aspects of the theatre, including the

, dialogues, and even the portrayal of .

Despite these constraints, playwrights employed clever methods to weave social

 into their works. Shakespeare, for instance, often chose historical or

foreign  as backdrops for his plays, enabling him to subtly re�ect on

 politics and society without direct confrontation. This era's theatre was

not just entertainment but a  to the societal and political dynamics of the

time, wrapped in layers of a�egory and . The resilience of these artists in

the face of censorship showcases the enduring power of  and the subtle

ways in which art can cha�enge or navigate around . The legacy of

Elizabethan theatre, with its rich tapestry of stories that continue to resonate with

 centuries later, is a testament to the ingenuity of artists who mastered

the  of saying much between the lines, turning constraints into a canvas

for .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


