
During the reign of  I, religion was more than a private belief; it shaped the

political and social landscape of . When Elizabeth ascended the throne in

1558, she inherited a kingdom divided by religious . Her father, Henry VIII,

had broken away from the Catholic Church, establishing the  of England.

However, her sister Mary I had attempted to restore Catholicism, leading to widespread
.

Elizabeth sought a middle path with the Elizabethan Religious  of 1559. This

act declared her the Supreme Governor of the Church of England and required the use of a
Protestant  of Common Prayer. The settlement aimed to appease both

Catholics and Protestants, promoting a sense of national . While it a.owed

some traditional Catholic practices to be retained, it /rmly established Protestant
 as the church’s foundation.

This balancing act was not without its . Catholics faced penalties for not

attending Protestant services, and several  to overthrow Elizabeth were

motivated by religious di1erences. The most famous of these was the  Plot,

which sought to replace her with Mary, Queen of Scots, a Catholic.
Despite these internal con3icts, Elizabeth's  strengthened the nation. The

Church of England became a powerful , supporting the monarchy and

contributing to a burgeoning sense of English . Under her rule, England

remained relatively stable and became increasingly prosperous.
Elizabeth's approach to religious policy also had lasting . It laid the

groundwork for religious tolerance and moderated extreme religious ,

setting a precedent for future English monarchs. Her era, known as the Elizabethan
, is often celebrated for its cultural achievements, but its religious policies

were equa.y pivotal in shaping the  of English history.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


