
Elegies in early British literature are a fascinating window into the past. These

 express deep sorrow and lament for the dead. Often, they are

written in Old English, a language that sounds very di�erent from modern

. One famous example is "The Wanderer," which explores themes of

loss and . Elegies were not just about sadness; they also re#ected on

life's #eeting nature and the impermanence of . They served as a

means for people to process their grief and %nd some form of .

In these poems, nature often plays a signi%cant role, symbolizing the mood of the

. The use of imagery, like the sea's endless waves or a lone bird's

#ight, was common. This connected the human experience to the larger world, showing how

personal grief was part of a universal .

Another notable elegy is "The Seafarer." This poem combines the harshness of a life at sea

with the spiritual journey of the . It re#ects on the struggles and

isolation felt while away from . The interplay between the physical

and spiritual world was a key aspect of these .

Elegies were not only personal; they often contained social and political

. They could be used to mourn a leader or comment on the state of

the . This shows that early British literature was not just about

storyte+ing; it was a tool for expression and .

These early elegies are important as they provide insight into the thoughts and feelings of

people from a time long . They remind us that while languages and

cultures change, human emotions and the need to express them remain

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


