
The East India Company played a crucial role in the Age of  and

Colonization. Established in 1600, it was origina!y created to compete in the spice
 in the East Indies. However, its in$uence quickly expanded beyond just

trading. By securing a royal , it held not only the power to trade but also

to acquire territory and govern it.
In India, the company gradua!y increased its  presence. This expansion was

not purely for protection of trading interests but also to assert  and

control over regions. The company had its own army, which included both European and
 soldiers, known as sepoys. These forces helped the company to establish

control over vast areas of , leading to signi*cant political and economic

changes in the region.
The East India Company also established  routes with China, dealing in

goods such as tea, silk, and porcelain. This trade was hugely pro*table but also led to
 like the Opium Wars, which further extended British colonial in$uence in

Asia.
Back in , the wealth generated from these ventures made the company

extremely in$uential in British economic and political . However, its power

was often seen as a direct cha!enge to royal authority and British governmental control. The
 and mismanagement that plagued the company eventua!y led to its

dissolution in 1858, after which the British  took over direct control of

India.
The legacy of the East India Company is complex. It played a key role in establishing British
colonies in , but it also contributed to signi*cant economic exploitation

and cultural changes in the  it contro!ed. The company's history is a

profound example of the intertwined relationship between commerce and 

during the Age of Exploration and Colonization.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


