
The early history of Russia is marked by the in�uence of  on its

military strategies. The vast forests, rivers, and plains shaped how early Russians fought and

defended their . In the 9th century, the Varangians, who were Norse

warriors, played a crucial role in establishing the !rst Russian ,

known as Kievan Rus. These warriors used their longships to navigate rivers, conducting

 and establishing trade routes. The primary weapon of an early

Russian warrior was the , complemented by axes and bows for long-

range attacks.

The adoption of Orthodox  in the 10th century brought Russians

closer to Byzantium, in�uencing their military  and tactics. Russian

soldiers began constructing forti!ed cities and using  wa*s for

defense against invaders. The Mongol invasion in the 13th century tested Russian

. Despite devastating losses, the experience taught Russians the

importance of  and guerri*a tactics in warfare.

By the 15th century, Moscow emerged as the center of Russian power, thanks in part to its

strategic use of  in warfare. This period also saw the formation of

the !rst Russian standing army, which was a signi!cant development in the consolidation of

national . The struggle against the Mongols and the subsequent

uni!cation of Russian lands around Moscow laid the  for the Russian

state.

Throughout these centuries, warfare was not just a means of survival but a catalyst for

cultural  and technological innovation. The early Russian military

history is a testament to the adaptability and  of its people in the

face of external threats and internal cha*enges.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


