
In the early stages of  history, the formation of its government was

deeply in�uenced by a mix of Slavic traditions and  incursions. These

Norse adventurers, also known as Varangians, were invited by the Slavic tribes to establish order

and consolidate , leading to the foundation of the Kievan Rus'. This entity

became a crucial precursor to the modern Russian state. Its $rst ruler, ,

laid down the foundations of a dynasty that would govern Russia for centuries. The governance

structure was characterized by the assembly known as the , a town

meeting where citizens could voice their opinions and in�uence decisions.

Over time, the Kievan Rus' saw the rise of  as a unifying force, which was

solidi$ed by the conversion of Prince  in 988. This conversion not only

uni$ed the region religiously but also cultura*y, as it aligned Russia more closely with Byzantine

traditions. The legal code known as the Russkaya  was established,

re�ecting a blend of tribal customs and Byzantine law, which emphasized the

 of a centralized judicial system.

However, the Mongol invasion in the 13th century, led by Genghis ,

marked a signi$cant turning point. The Mongols established the Golden ,

which ruled over Russia for over two centuries, in�uencing its administrative system and military

tactics. Despite the harsh conditions, the period under Mongol rule also facilitated the rise of

 as a powerful principality. Moscow's princes, particularly Ivan I, known

for increasing the city's wealth and  through loyalty to the Mongols, laid

the groundwork for the eventual overthrow of Mongol dominion and the 

of Russian territories under a centralized authority.

This early history of Russian governance showcases the  of its

formation, in�uenced by internal dynamics and external pressures. The legacy of these times can

sti* be seen in Russia's modern  structures.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


