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Early_Jupanese Spivifunl Life

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

In ancient Japan, the indigenous reLigion, known as , played a crucial role in the

lives of the people. Shinto, which means “the way of the gods,” is based on the worship of kami. These
are spirits associated with natural phenomena, ancestors, and the landscape.

The Japanese believed that these spirits inhabited sacred throughout the islands,

from majestic mountains to humble rocks.
Shinto rituals aimed fo establish harmony between and the kami. Priests and

priestesses performed ceremonies o honor the kami, qsking for their bLessings and
. These rituals were in’regraL fo the community, marking the chqnge of seasons,

celebrating harvests, and ensuring prosperity.
The arrival of in the 6th century added a new dimension to Japanese spiritual

life. Buddhism was introduced from Korea and . and it quickly integrated with the

local customs to form a unique blend of reLigious practices. Many Japanese people adopted Buddhist
about the afterlife and the importance of compassion and mindfulness.

Despite the of Buddhism, Shinto remained an important part of Japanese

culture. The two religions coexisted peacefully, with many Japanese observing

and celebrations from both traditions. This syncretism is a hallmark of Japanese religious Life, reflecting
a flexible approach to

Important religious sites were established Jrhroughou’r Japan, incLuding the famous
Shrine dedicated to Amaterasu, the sun 9oddess and ancestor of the imperial

family. PiLgrimages to these sacred places became a signiﬁcan’r of retigious

practice, allowing people o connect with the kami on a personal level.
The influence of these ancient extended beyond spiritual matters, shaping

Japanese art, literature, and social structures. The tales of gods, heroes, and mythical
found in the Kojiki and Nihon Shoki, Japan's oldest written records, are

festament to the deep connection between the Japanese and their spiritual

heritage.
Today, Shinto and Buddhism continue to influence Japanese society, underscoring the enduring
of ancient Japanese religion in shaping the coun’rry's history and cultural

identity.

spaces Buddhism | [ humans | | rituals | | beliefs Legacy Ise reLigions creatures

China||influence spiri‘l’uaLi‘I’y Shinto peopLe kami pro’recﬁon aspec’r

Reference: https://materials.school/educational-activities/task-collection/history/early-japanese-spiritual-life (created with ChatGPT)
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