
The Caribbean, a region of immense , has a rich and complex

history. Before European , the islands were inhabited by indigenous

peoples, including the  and the Caribs. These early inhabitants had

vibrant cultures and societies, ski�ed in  and known for their

artistry. In 1492, Christopher  arrived, marking the beginning of

European in%uence. This era led to signi&cant changes, including the introduction of new

 and the tragic impact of  and slavery.

Spanish  quickly fo�owed, transforming the region's political and

social landscape. Cities like Havana and San Juan were founded, becoming important

 in the colonial era. The Caribbean also became a hub for the

 slave trade, profoundly impacting its demographics and culture.

Pirates and privateers, seeking , frequented these waters, adding a

layer of danger and intrigue.

The 17th and 18th centuries saw increased competition among European

, with the British, French, and Dutch establishing colonies. These

 often faced con%icts and rebe�ions, re%ecting the tensions of

colonial rule. The Haitian Revolution (1791-1804), a signi&cant event, led to the &rst

successful slave  and the establishment of a free republic.

In the 19th and 20th centuries, movements for  and self-

governance gained momentum. Today, the Caribbean is a diverse region, home to many

 and cultures, each with its unique history and identity. The legacy

of the early Caribbean continues to shape its present and future.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


