
The early history of Australia is deeply intertwined with the rich tapestry of
 spoken by the Indigenous people. Before European settlers arrived,

it's estimated that over 250 distinct languages were in use, with countless
 enriching the cultural landscape. Each language served not just as a

means of communication, but as a repository of , history, and

spiritual beliefs. The arrival of the  in 1788 marked a turning point,

as English began to dominate the continent. This shift dramatica'y impacted the
 languages, many of which became endangered or extinct. E)orts to

preserve and revitalize these languages have gained  in recent years,

recognizing their vital role in maintaining cultural identity and .

Schools and communities are now increasingly incorporating Indigenous languages into their
, fostering a connection to the land and its original custodians. This

linguistic revival also highlights the unique  between language and

the environment, with many words that are untranslatable into  but

convey deep ecological insights. For instance, the word “Country” in Indigenous
 English is deeply loaded, encompassing land, water, sky, 1ora, fauna,

and spiritual elements, a' in a single term. The  and resilience of

Australia’s Indigenous languages mirror the broader story of survival and resistance against
. Today, these languages are celebrated as crucial components of the

nation’s heritage, o)ering perspectives and  that are increasingly

recognized for their value in a globalized world. E)orts to learn and incorporate these
languages into daily Australian  are seen as steps towards

reconciliation and respect for the country’s 3rst .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


