
In the 17th century, the  experienced a period of great wealth and

cultural achievement. This era, known as the Dutch Golden Age, saw a remarkable

 in artistic production. Among the most celebrated aspects of

 from this period is the masterful use of light and shadow. Artists like

 became famous for their ability to manipulate light in their paintings,

creating a sense of  and emotion that was unpara"eled. They employed a

technique known as , which contrasts light and dark to achieve a more

lifelike and three-dimensional e%ect. This method was not just about ; it

also served to highlight the focal point of the painting, guiding the viewer’s eye to the most

important elements. For example, in  works, the faces of subjects often

glow with an inner light, drawing attention to their  and emotions.

The use of light and shadow was also symbolic, re*ecting the  of human

nature and the transient beauty of life. The Dutch painters were keen  of

their surroundings, and their landscapes often featured dramatic skies and

, further showcasing their ski" in rendering light. This period also saw the

rise of  painting, where everyday scenes of Dutch life were depicted with

an extraordinary attention to detail and realism, again using  and shadow

to add depth and interest.

Interestingly, these artists also experimented with , using light to draw

the viewer’s eye into the depth of the painting, creating a sense of being part of the

. This innovative use of light and shadow not only de+ned the visual style

of the Dutch Golden Age but also in*uenced the  of art in Europe for

centuries to come.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


