
In medieval England, marriage was more than just a  between two people;

it was a strategic a�iance between families. The , a transfer of parental

property at the marriage of a daughter, was a crucial part of this . It

often determined the woman's social status and future . The amount and

value of a dowry could include land, money, or other valuable .

Young women had little say in these transactions. Their primary role was to strengthen family

 and ensure economic stability through their marriages. A larger dowry

could mean a more advantageous , while a sma�er one might limit

options to less wealthy suitors. The family’s  was deeply tied to the

dowry, impacting the social standing of the entire .

Marriages without a su$icient dowry were often viewed with disdain or even not materialized at a�.

This  could lead to families taking extreme measures, such as borrowing

heavily or se�ing , to provide a suitable dowry. In some cases, the

absence of a dowry meant that some women remained , which could a$ect

their social status and (nancial security.

The impact of the dowry  extended beyond marriage. It in)uenced the

power  within the marriage itself. A woman bringing a signi(cant dowry

could enjoy more  and stability. Conversely, a sma�er dowry could result

in a less secure position within the family.

This system of dowries highlights the complex  of women in medieval

society. They were at the center of family strategies but had limited control over their own

. Understanding this aspect of medieval life provides insight into the

social and economic 

that shaped the lives of women during this period.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


