
In the 14th and 15th centuries, the  of England and France were locked in a series of

con�icts known as the Hundred Years' War. The cause of this prolonged  was not

only the claim to the French throne by the English monarch but also disputes over 

in France that were under English control. Diplomacy played a crucial role in shaping the course of the

, as both sides sought a'ies to strengthen their positions.

The Pope often tried to mediate between the two , hoping to end the violence

through negotiation rather than battle. However, these  were largely unsuccessful,

as neither side was wi'ing to concede their claims. The war saw the rise of  in both

England and France, with each country ra'ying its people with the promise of  and

the defense of the homeland.

England formed a'iances with various European , including the Duchy of Burgundy,

which contro'ed a signi*cant portion of French territory. These  were critical in

maintaining English holdings in France and in securing victories on the . However,

the tide of war turned when the French crown started to forge its own , most

notably with Scotland, in a pact known as the "Auld A'iance."

The use of diplomacy was not limited to seeking  but also involved strategic

marriages and treaties that aimed to solidify relationships or neutralize potential 

. For instance, the marriage between Henry V of England and Catherine of Valois, the daughter of the King

of , was intended to legitimize English claims to the French throne.

Despite the e2orts at peaceful , the war continued for over a century, with periods

of active combat punctuated by truces and diplomatic . The con�ict fundamenta'y

changed the political landscape of Europe, demonstrating the power of  and

a'iances in medieval warfare. It also highlighted the limitations of such approaches when confronted with

deep-seated  and the ambitions of monarchs. The Hundred Years' War eventua'y

ended with the French expulsion of the English from a' French territories except ,

marking a signi*cant shift in the balance of power in Europe.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


