
In medieval England,  was structured in a unique way. Nobles lived in

, overseeing their vast lands. The concept of

 played a signi�cant role, especia�y among the nobility. This idea was

not just about romance but also about manners and . Women, though

often seen as subordinate, had a special place in this system. They were idealized as objects of

 and respect.

Courtly love was expressed through , songs, and courteous behavior.

Knights would declare their love for a , often one who was married or of

higher social standing. This relationship was more about admiration from afar than actual

. It was a way for men to show their noble qualities and for women to

exert a form of .

Interestingly, courtly love had an impact on women's roles. It a�owed them some degree of

, as they could accept or reject a knight's advances. Women in this era

were typica�y involved in managing the , but through courtly love, they

gained a voice in a male-dominated .

Education for women was limited, focusing on ski�s like  and managing a

household. However, courtly love sometimes a�owed women to engage in inte�ectual

, a rarity for the time. This period also saw some women, like

 of Aquitaine, play signi�cant political roles, in+uenced partly by the

ideals of courtly love.

Courtly love was not without its critics. Some saw it as  marriage and

promoting unrealistic ideals about women. Despite this, its in+uence on medieval society and the

role of women was , shaping attitudes and behaviors for centuries to

come.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


