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Cotton Mather's Influence

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!

2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!

3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

Cotton Mather was a prominent Puritan minister in

class:

date:

. He played a

significant role in the Salem witch frials, which fook place in 1692. Mather wrote extensively

about the existence of

and pamphlets, increased public

witches were agents of the devil and needed fo be

and the supernatural. His works, incLuding books

and suspicion. Mather believed that

During the trials, Mather supported the use of spectral evidence, which was based on the

visions and

evidence, believing it was a valid way to identify

of the accusers. He advised the court on this controversial

. Many peopLe were

accused based on such evidence, leading to a wave of panic and hysteria. Mather's writings and

Mather believed that the

from the threat of witchcraft. He arqued that the presence of witches was a sign of God's

had a strong influence on public opinion and the actions of the court.

were necessary fo protect the community

and that the community needed fo purify itself. Despite the later

controversy over the frials,

of his actions.
The Salem witch trials ended with the

Mather’s role in the frials has been the subject of much historical

remained convinced of the righ’reousness

of many innocent people.

Some view him as a fervent defender of his faith, while others criticize his unyielding support

of the trials and the use of spectral

Mather’s influence extended beyond the Salem witch trials. He was a prolific writer and an

important

both his contributions to Puritan

darkest chapters of American

in colonial New EngLond. His legacy is complex, reﬂecﬂng

and his involvement in one of the

fear

evidence

sermons
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