
Throughout history, the  has played a crucial role in navigation. This

simple instrument, which points towards the  north, has been

essential for sailors and explorers. The invention of the compass is often attributed to the

ancient , dating back to the 11th century. Its arrival in Europe,

possibly through the  Road, marked the beginning of an era of

exploration. The compass, along with accurate , enabled the

discovery of new lands and sea routes, signi cantly impacting trade and

. Before its invention, travelers relied on the stars, the sun, and the

 for direction. The magnetic compass changed a" that by providing

a reliable reference . Its needle, which aligns with Earth's magnetic

 eld, o$ers a constant sense of , invaluable in the vast and

featureless ocean. Over time, the  of the compass evolved,

becoming more precise and easier to use. The  compass, with its

&oating magnetic needle, became a staple in navigation. This 

a"owed for longer voyages into the unknown, shaping the  as we

know it today. The compass, alongside advancements in cartography, laid the foundation for

the Age of . Explorers like Columbus and Mage"an could not have

made their historic  without it. Today, while modern technology has

introduced  and sate"ite navigation, the compass remains a vital

tool for outdoor  and in situations where electronic devices might

fail. Its simplicity and  continue to make it an indispensable

companion in the quest to explore and understand our world.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


