
In the late 9th century, the lands of  were inhabited by various Slavic

tribes. The process of uni�cation under a single ruler, Prince , marked a

turning point in the region's history. In 988, Vladimir made a signi�cant 

that would change the course of history: the adoption of Christianity from the Byzantine
. This event is known as the Christianization of Rus’.

Before this pivotal moment, the people of Rus’ practiced , worshiping

natural elements and multiple gods. Vladimir, seeking to strengthen his rule and consolidate his
, realized that introducing a single religion could unify his people. He sent

envoys to neighboring  to learn about their religions. Upon hearing the

envoys’ reports, Vladimir was most impressed by the  rite, particularly

the beauty of its ceremonies and churches.
The adoption of  led to signi�cant cultural and social changes. It

introduced new art forms, such as  painting and church architecture,

deeply in+uencing Rus' cultural development. The  alphabet was adopted to

translate religious texts, signi�cantly impacting the literacy and administrative
 of the Rus’ people.

Christianity also paved the way for closer political and cultural ties with ,

which in+uenced the development of Russian law, art, and literature. However, this decision did not
come without its . Many nobles and common people resisted abandoning

their pagan , leading to con+icts within the society.

Over time, the Christianization of Rus’ helped to unify the diverse  of the

region under a single religious identity, laying the foundation for the emergence of the Russian
. This monumental shift not only shaped the spiritual landscape but also

played a crucial role in the political and cultural  of the early Russian

people.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


