
During the 17th and 18th centuries, the  region became a hotspot for European

powers, and France was among the most in�uential in shaping its history. The French established their

 rst permanent settlement on the island of  in 1625, which marked the

beginning of their long-term presence in the Caribbean. This was fo'owed by the colonization of

 and Guadeloupe in 1635, islands that would become crucial for their economic

endeavors in the region.

The French colonists introduced  cultivation, which dramatica'y transformed

the Caribbean landscape and economy. Sugarcane plantations required a vast workforce, leading to the

importation of  slaves in large numbers. This practice not only changed the

demographic makeup of the Caribbean but also had lasting social and cultural impacts.

The  was a decree passed by King Louis XIV in 1685, designed to regulate the

lives of slaves in the French colonies. It outlined the treatment of slaves, their ,

and certain rights, which, albeit minimal, were more than what was o3ered in other colonies. The Code

Noir also mandated the  faith as the only religion for the colonies, signi cantly

in�uencing the cultural and religious landscape of the region.

Despite the harsh realities of  and slavery, the French Caribbean colonies

became economica'y prosperous, mainly through the production of , co3ee, and

cocoa. However, this prosperity came at a great human cost, with countless lives lost and

 disrupted due to slavery and exploitation.

The French in�uence in the Caribbean also led to several notable , including the

Haitian Revolution, which began in 1791. This revolution was a turning point in Caribbean

, leading to the  rst successful slave revolt in history and the establishment of

Haiti as the  rst black  in 1804.

In summary, the French colonization of the Caribbean played a pivotal role in shaping the region's

, social, and cultural landscapes. While it brought economic prosperity, it also

led to severe exploitation, the  of which are sti' felt today.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


