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Calvinism's Influence on Putch Pmnﬁnq

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

In the 1}th century, the Netherlands experienced a period of great prosperity and cultural
. This era, often referred to as the Dutch Golden Age, was marked by

significant achievements in art, science, and frade. One of the defining characteristics of this period
was the influence of , amajor branch of Protestantism that had a profound

effect on Dufch society and culture. Many artists of the time were either followers of Calvinism or
lived in a society shaped by its values. As a result, Dutch art from this period often reflects Calvinist
, Tocusing on themes of simplicity, modesty, and the importance of a pious

life.
Calvinist principles discouraged the of wealth and luxury, which is reflected in

the art of the era. Instead of the grandiose religious scenes common in Catholic countries, Dutch
artists turned their attention to life, landscapes, and still lifes. These

subjects were not chosen simply for their aesthetic value but also for their ability to convey moral
and ethical lessons aligned with Calvinist teachings. For example, a still Life with decaying
might remind viewers of the transience of life and the importance of Living

virtuously.
One of the most famous of this fime was Rembrandt van Rijn, who, despite the
Calvinist ethos of sobriety, managed to convey deep resonance and humanity

in his works. His paintings and efchings often depict biblical stories, but with a focus on the human
experience and emotions, aligning with the Calvinist emphasis on personal faith and introspection.
Another aspect of Calvinism's influence on Dutch art was the preference for a subdued

, mirroring the modesty and restraint encouraged by the religion. Bright and

ostentatious were rarely used; instead, artists favored more muted tones that
emphasized the content and of the work rather than its decorative aspects.
The legacy of Calvinism in of the 13th century is a testament fo the complex
interplay between and culture. It shaped not only the themes and subjects of

the art but also the very approach artists took to their work, creating a body of art that continues to
be celebrated for its beauty, depth, and historical significance.
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Reference: https://materials.school/educational-activities/task-collection/art-and-culture/calvinisms-influence-dutch-painting (created with ChatGPT)
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