
In medieval England, the concept of  played a crucial role in the

development of law and . Boroughs were essentia�y towns, some of

which had been granted special privileges by the . These privileges

a�owed them to function semi-autonomously, managing their own  to

a certain extent. One key aspect of this autonomy was the ability to hold a

, which was signi"cant for local economies. Boroughs could also have

their own , where local disputes were settled according to local

customs, rather than royal or feudal law. This practice laid the  for a

more structured legal system that could adapt to local needs.

Over time, some boroughs gained the right to send  to the

Parliament, a step that was crucial in the evolution of the English legislative

. This was not only a matter of local governance but also an early

form of democratic representation. The concept of  within a borough

became meaningful, as certain rights and responsibilities were associated with being a citizen of a

, di%erentiating residents from those of rural areas.

Moreover, the economic success of boroughs, driven by trade and ,

contributed to their political in'uence. Wealthy merchants and craftsmen began to have a say in

the  of boroughs, cha�enging the traditional feudal hierarchy. This

shift marked the beginning of a more diversi"ed power  within

English society.

The legacy of boroughs is sti� evident today. Many of the freedoms and rights associated with

modern urban  can trace their origins back to these medieval

institutions. The concept of  and the emphasis on local law and

representation laid down by boroughs have been fundamental in shaping the democratic

 that underpin modern English law and government.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


