
The ancient Japanese language, known as Old , is a

fascinating aspect of the country's history. It was primarily spoken during the

 and Nara periods. Unlike modern Japanese, this ancient

version had a simpler phonetic  and lacked the in uence of

foreign languages. The creation of the  scripts in the Heian

period marked a signi"cant evolution. These scripts, hiragana and katakana, were derived

from , which were origina#y imported from China. This

development a#owed for a more  exible written  and helped

in the recording of literature, such as the famous . The

language's evolution re ects changes in society, politics, and

. One pivotal role of the ancient Japanese language was in

the consolidation of the Japanese . It distinguished Japan

from its powerful neighbor, China, especia#y in literary and cultural

. Through poetry and o'icial documents written in Old

Japanese,  can glimpse into the values, aesthetics, and

societal norms of early Japan. The , a co#ection of poems,

is a prime example, showcasing the richness of the language and the people's

 to nature, emotion, and spirituality. Understanding Old

Japanese and its scripts provides invaluable  into the

formation of Japan’s national identity and cultural heritage.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


