
Long ago, in the archipelago we now ca� Japan, early  settled, bringing with

them the seeds of what would become a rich and enduring . These people,

known as the , were ski�ed in pottery, making some of the oldest ceramics

known today. As centuries passed, another group ca�ed the  introduced wet-

rice farming, a practice that would sustain the growing population and lead to the development of a
more complex society.
The  period fo�owed, named after the large burial mounds created for the

elite. This era saw the emergence of a centralized , marking the beginning

of Japan's journey towards a uni$ed state. It was during this time that the 

clan claimed supremacy, laying the groundwork for what would eventua�y become the imperial
.

Religion played a signi$cant role in shaping ancient Japanese culture. Shinto, with its emphasis on
 worship and ancestral spirits, was intertwined with every aspect of life,

in(uencing art, literature, and daily . Buddhism, introduced from Korea and

China, was seamlessly blended with , creating a unique spiritual landscape.

The introduction of Chinese writing systems and  during the Asuka period

signi$cantly impacted Japanese society. Scholars and monks traveled to China, returning with new
 and technologies that would transform Japanese culture. This exchange

led to the development of a courtly culture in the Heian , renowned for its

literature, poetry, and sophisticated etiquette.
Education was highly valued, with children of the nobility learning Chinese ,

history, and philosophy. This period also saw the creation of , phonetic

symbols that simpli$ed writing and made literature more accessible to the Japanese.
Throughout these periods, Japan's unique  played a crucial role. Surrounded

by the sea, the island nation developed a deep connection with , re(ected in

its art, literature, and religious practices. This bond with the natural world remains a de$ning
aspect of Japanese culture to this day.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


