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Ancient Chinese Leqal Systems

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

Ancient China was a civilization 9uided by principles and that were deeply

intertwined with its culture and philosophy. One of the most influential philosophies was
, which emphasized strict laws and harsh punishments as means to control the

society. This philosophy became particularly prominent during the Dynasty, led
by Qin Shi Huang, who unified China for the first fime. Under his rule, the legal

were standardized, and laws were applied equally fo all citizens, regqrdtess of their status. This was a

radical from earlier systems, where laws could vary greqﬂy from one region to

another.
in ancient China also focused on the importance of a powerful and centralized

. The rulers believed that strong leadership was necessary to maintain order

and enforce laws. This led fo the of a highly bureaucratic state, where officials

were responsible for impLemen’ring the laws in their . To ensure loyalty and

efficiency, these officials were often monitored and subjected to the same legal

as the common people.
Despite its harshness, Leqalism played a crucial role in maintaining stability and laying the groundwork

for the Dynas‘ry's prosperity. The Han rulers adopted a more moderate
approach, integrating Confucian with Legalistic principles. This blend allowed
for a more humane and effective system, which supported the development of a
rich cultural and life.

The influence of ancient Chinese law extended beyond the realm of governance. It shaped social
, famiLy structures, and even economic practices. For example, the

was considered a fundamental unit of society, with strict roles and

responsibilities defined by Law. Additionally, frade and were requlated to ensure
fairness and prevent exploitation.

Over centuries, the legal traditions of ancient evolved, but the foundation laid
by early Legalistic practices remained influential. These laws and not only

helped to govern ancient China but also contributed to the development of legal thought worldwide.
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