
The ancient Chinese civilization was one of the world's earliest, emerging in the fertile basin of the
 River. Central to its development was its unique form of government,

which was deeply in�uenced by philosophical  such as Confucianism and

Legalism. The dynasty system, a series of ruling families, characterized its political
. This system began with the semi-mythical Xia dynasty, fo#owed by

the Shang and the  dynasties, among others. Each dynasty claimed the

Mandate of , a divine approval to rule, which could be lost in times of

famine, natural disaster, or poor , leading to the dynasty's fa# and

replacement.
The emperor, considered the Son of , stood at the top of the

government hierarchy, embodying both the secular and divine . He was

supported by a complex bureaucracy that included , warriors, and civil

servants, a# of whom were selected through rigorous . These exams

tested the candidates' knowledge of Confucian , ensuring that only the

most educated and mora#y upright individuals could serve.
The  was responsible for various aspects of daily life, from maintaining

 like roads and canals to conducting large-scale projects such as the

Great Wa#, which protected the empire from northern . Another key

role was managing land distribution and taxation, crucial for supporting the vast bureaucratic
 and military campaigns.

Despite its many achievements, the ancient  government faced

cha#enges, including corruption and land concentration in the hands of the
, which often led to peasant revolts. However, its legacy of

centralization, merit-based , and emphasis on moral governance had a

lasting impact on the  of China and in�uenced other civilizations.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


