
In ancient , many civilizations thrived with their unique cultures and beliefs.

Among them, the Maya, , and Inca were prominent for their deep spiritual

connections. These civilizations believed in a plethora of  and considered

nature and celestial bodies highly sacred. The Maya, for instance, had a complex
 system in uenced by their astronomical observations and religious

ceremonies. They worshipped the  god, among others, who played a crucial role

in their daily lives and agricultural practices.
Similarly, the Aztec  centered their religious practices around the sun god and

believed in the importance of human  to ensure the sun's rebirth each day.

Their pyramids, like the famous Templo  in Tenochtitlán, served as places of

worship and centers for ceremonies. The , ruling over a vast territory in South

America, revered the sun god  and built impressive temples in his honor, such

as the Coricancha in .

These civilizations also held beliefs in an afterlife, where the treatment of the dead varied
signi&cantly. The  elite, for example, were often buried with jade, believed to

o(er  in the afterlife. The Aztec viewed the afterlife as a journey to the land

of the dead, requiring o(erings such as  to guide and protect the deceased's

soul.
Agriculture was deeply intertwined with religious . The Inca used advanced

terracing and irrigation techniques, believed to be  from their gods, to

cultivate crops in the harsh Andean . Festivals and ceremonies throughout the

year were dedicated to various deities to ensure good  and prosperity.

Despite the conquests and the introduction of Christianity by European colonizers, many
 of these ancient religions have survived, blending into a unique syncretism

with Christian practices visible in modern Latin America. This  highlights the

enduring in uence of ancient beliefs on contemporary cultural and religious .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


