
Long before the arrival of Europeans, the American  was home to a diverse range

of Indigenous peoples. These communities were not only ski�ed  and gatherers

but also innovative farmers, cultivating crops like maize, beans, and squash. This agricultural

 played a crucial role in the development of early American civilizations. The

 peoples had a deep understanding of their environment, which a�owed them to

thrive in various landscapes, from the dense  of the north to the arid deserts of

the southwest.

One of the most remarkable  of these civilizations was their construction of

impressive , such as those built by the Maya and the Aztecs. These cities featured

grand pyramids, sophisticated water systems, and bustling . The Indigenous

peoples also made signi$cant contributions in the $elds of astronomy and mathematics, developing complex

 and a numerical system that included the concept of zero.

Socia�y, these communities were organized in complex , with systems of

government that ranged from chiefdoms to sophisticated empires. The Iroquois ,

for example, is noted for its democratic governance structure, which in'uenced the formation of the United

States . Indigenous spirituality and religion were deeply connected to the natural

world, emphasizing the importance of living in  with the environment.

The encounter between Indigenous peoples and Europeans dramatica�y changed the course of

 for both. While it led to the exchange of goods and ideas, it also resulted in

devastating consequences for Indigenous  due to disease, warfare, and

colonization. Despite these cha�enges, Indigenous peoples have preserved their 

and continue to contribute to American society in signi$cant ways.

Their legacy is evident in many  of modern life, including the foods we eat, the

medicines we use, and the democratic ideals we cherish. The  of American

Indigenous peoples is one of resilience, innovation, and enduring in'uence on the development of early

American .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


