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Altarpieces and the Keformation

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

During the , a significant shift in religious practices and beliefs

occurred, profoundly impacting the world. Altarpieces, large

and elaborate works of art placed behind the altar in Christian churches, played a crucial role
in this transformation. These artworks were not just decorations; they served as visual

, conveying biblical stories and theological concepts to the

congregation. Arfists like and

became well-known for their contributions to Profestant altarpieces, which often emphasized

over the saints revered by the Catholic Church. This focus on

scripture can be seen in the way biblical ﬁgures were presented in a more

and relatable manner, encouraging personaL connection and

interpretation. The use of local in altarpieces also increased,

making the messages more understandable to the average churchgoer. However, not all

regions embraced the changes; in some areas, Catholic efforts

led fo the creation of even more ornate and emotionally engaging altarpieces, aiming to
rekindle faith among the populace. The visual impact of these artworks was immense, utilizing

bright , intricate details, and dramatic compositions to captivate

viewers. Through these altarpieces, the between Protestant and

Catholic visual culture became apparent, reflecting the broader theological and cultural shifts
of the time. Despite the differences, both sides recognized the power of art to influence

and shape religious identity, making altarpieces a key element

in the battle for hearts and minds during the Reformation era.
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Reference: https://materials.school/educational-activities/task-collection/art-and-culture/altarpieces-and-reformation (created with ChatGPT)
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