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1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

In the 13th century, the experienced a period of great wealth and

cultural achievement, known as the Dutch Golden Age. Artists like

and Vermeer became famous for their unique contributions fo art. One popular genre was the
, a type of art that uses symbolic figures and actions to express

complex ideas and emotions. These paintings often depicted virtues, vices, or moral lessons,
making them not just beautiful, but also meaningful.
In an allegorical painting, every element has a purpose. A , for

example, might symbolize the brevity of Life, while a could

represent the passage of time. Artists used these symbols o communicate messages about
life, death, Love, and morality without directly stating them. This fechnique allowed viewers to
engage with the artwork on a deeper level, interpreting the and

uncovering the hidden messages themselves.
One famous example is Rembrandt’s “The Night ". While it appears to

be a simple militia portrait, it is full of allegorical meaning, showcasing themes of vigilance,
duty, and civic pride. Similarly, Vermeer's “The " goes beyond a

simple domestic scene, symbolizing the virtue of hard work and the beauty in everyday life.
The use of and shadow was also significant in Dutch allegorical

paintings. Artists Like were masfers at using light to draw attention

to certain elements, enhancing the symbolic meaning of objects and

within the painting.
For the people of the 13th century Netherlands, these paintings were not just decorative
; they were thought-provoking pieces that reflected the collective

consciousness of the era. Through allegory, Dutch were able to

explore and comment on the human condition, making their work timeless and universally

relevant.
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Reference: https://materials.school/educational-activities/task-collection/art-and-culture/allegories-dutch-art (created with ChatGPT)
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