
During the Renaissance, the interest in ancient texts and  grew

signi�cantly in England. Many scholars believed that alchemy was more than just an attempt to

turn base metals into . It was seen as a spiritual and philosophical

discipline that could lead to deeper understanding of the  and oneself.

Alchemy in this period was closely linked to the natural sciences, which were just beginning to

develop. The famous  Isaac Newton himself studied alchemical texts

deeply, believing they contained hidden knowledge about the physical .

Alchemists used a variety of materials, including herbs, minerals, and metals, in their experiments.

They conducted their work in  that were often secretive due to the

mystical and sometimes controversial nature of their studies. The process of trying to create the

's stone, a mythical substance believed to enable the transmutation of

materials, was central to their e&orts. This  was also thought to be a key

to immortality.

The in'uence of alchemy extended into the  as we(. Literature from the

English Renaissance is peppered with alchemical symbols and . Plays and

poems used alchemical metaphors to discuss transformation, growth, and personal

.

Despite its mystical aspects, alchemy contributed to the development of modern

. The methods and objectives of early alchemists laid the groundwork for

scienti�c methods, although their mystical and secretive  sometimes

obscured their contributions.

Ultimately, the pursuit of alchemy in the  was a blend of science, magic,

and spirituality. It re'ects the complex ways in which people of the 

sought to understand the world around them and their place within it.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


