
Maps are essential tools for navigation, a�owing us to understand the layout of the 

around us. A key feature of any map is its scale, which indicates the 

between distances on the map and actual distances on the . For example,

a map scale of 1:50,000 means that one unit of  on the map represents

50,000 of those same units in the real . This helps users gauge distances

accurately and plan routes e$ectively.

When creating a , cartographers must decide on the appropriate scale. A

large-scale map shows a sma� area in great detail, such as a city ,

making it ideal for local navigation. Conversely, a sma�-scale map covers vast

, like continents, but with less detail, useful for long-distance

 planning.

The choice of scale a$ects what features can be depicted. On a large-scale map, you might )nd

detailed  of buildings, roads, and parks. On a sma�-scale map, these

 are often omitted or simpli)ed to prevent the map from becoming

cluttered and .

Scale also plays a crucial role in digital mapping. GPS devices and mapping

 adjust the scale dynamica�y, providing more or less detail as you zoom

in or out. This /exibility a�ows  to switch between high-level overviews

and detailed street views seamlessly.

Understanding  is crucial for accurate navigation and planning. Whether

hiking through a national , exploring a new city, or plotting a cross-

country road trip, a grasp of scale helps ensure we reach our destinations

 and e$iciently.

Moreover, educators often use maps to teach students about geography, scale, and spatial

. Through maps, students learn to appreciate the complexity of the world

and the importance of scale in understanding our environment.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


